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numerous Baibermi iamily, full of pride, and hating the
Medici owing to the opposition they had experienced on their
behalf in the matter of Urbino, behaved towards him with
gieat insolence, and he depaited thence to Vienna to visit
his uncle, the Emperor Ferdinand II, where, with the love
of peace which was hib characteristic, he made an endeavour
to bi ing to an end the dispute taking place over the succession
to the Duchy of Mantua; in which, however, he was unsuc-
cessful. In 1628 he returned home, and took over charge of
the government, but his feeling for his mother and grand-
mother would not allow him entirely to deprive them of
authority; so that they continued to exercise a consideiable
influence in the government Shortly after his return his
second sister, Marghenta, then seventeen, was married to
Eduardo Farnese, Duke of Parma.9 This marriage sttength-
ened the position of Tuscany in the politics of Italy, con-
stantly troubled as these weie by Urban VIII, Parma and
Tuscany becoming allies; while it was also of considerable
importance in its consequences two generations later when,
the throne of Tuscany threatening to become vacant owing
to Cosimo III having no grandchildren, it was held that after
the demise of CosimoJs daughter the rightful heirs to that
throne were Margherita's descendants belonging to the house
of Paima.10

In the following year the quarrel over the succession to
Mantua caused Richelieu, the all-powerful Minister of
France, to send a French army across the Alps which oc-
cupied Susa, while the Austrian army seized Mantua, but the
conflict did not spread into Tuscany, though the latter State
had to mobilise its whole military strength and remain in a
state of preparedness for war. Soon afterwards Florence suf-
fered from an outbreak of the plague, which raged with great
violence for many months, and plunged the city into the
utmost misery. In this time of distress the measures taken by
Ferdinand were worthy of his ancestors, the earlier Medici.
Money and provisions were liberally distributed to the poor.